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Brief:

The title of the study is “the assessment of the Aesthetics of the public modern contemporary buildings,
in the city of Damascus”, it is in ------- pages, four chapters and 7 parts.

Chapter 1:

This chapter includes the preliminary part of the study, and includes the introduction, purpose, objectives,
significance, scope and methodology.

Chapter 2:

The theoretical abstract part:

Part 1: this part includes introducing the Art of Aesthetics, and reviews the concept and directions
of the Aesthetic composition, and differentiates between Beautifulness and perfection, and what
links Beautifulness with Philosophy, and its values with creativity, the Aesthetic composition in its
both aspects the elemental and ideological, and the debate between philosophers in
understanding the Aesthetics, to extent of contradiction, wherein there would be no possibility
to lay down common basis, that would enable identification of Beautifulness, or analyzing
Aesthetics, and to an extent wherein the judgment is at the end personal and varies from one
person to another, and differs from rational determination, and hence we should first listen to
what works of Arts tell us, before we start reflecting.

The definition of Beautifulness has been addressed by many of modern philosophers, and despite
the contradiction of these definitions; the variance in the Aesthetic analyses, remained the
significant element of this study. The units of length and weight are fixed in all of the
measurement methods, however; the analysis of Aesthetics has no standard units, and it differs
along with its response to several variables, whether self or subjective or intellectual.

Part 2: this part addresses the history of Architectural Aesthetics, and how it developed overtime,
wherein philosophy played the main role in the interpretation and analysis of Aesthetics, and each
philosopher drew his own rules and readings for interpretation and analysis. Architecture is most
affected by and at same time effects Aestheticism, and our study aims at studying the Aesthetics
of the Architectural facades in a number of buildings, which are chosen to represent the local
character, which takes cues from the Arabic and Islamic heritage, and the many endeavors which
are embodied in a number of public buildings in Damascus, that combine authenticity and
modernism, and the study is set to verify the accordance with standards, to meet Aesthetic
prerequisites of architectural facades. The study addresses the definition of Beauty as one of the
set values in life, and as a dynamically changing phenomena, in its historic and philosophical
aspects, where it is essential that the study is enhanced to investigate into the findings and
conclusions of the ancient philosophers and scientists and architects and artists, in this field,
throughout different phases and times, which Bayer has expressed saying “the sole rule in
Aesthetics is that there is no rule”, in order to reconcile this in its generic aspect and the concept
of Aestheticism of Architecture, in its particularity, which mandates committing to specific
criterion, standards and certain applied tools.



Part 3: this part addresses the concept of public buildings, and any prerequisites that they should
provide for, from architecture, to functionality, to space and environment; as public buildings
generally express their functions, and specific attention should be provided to the facades, so
those facades can as well express the function of the building. The study addresses the current
status of the buildings and any particular conditions that may dictate expansion or modifications
or even constructing new buildings, and the city of Damascus was chosen since it is the capital the
encompasses the most prominent buildings.

The study is focused on the public buildings, since it is basically submitted to the Faculty of
Architecture in Damascus University, notwithstanding that Damascus is the capital city which
hosts most of the public and government administrations, which generally serve the local
community. Specific attention has been given to the distribution of public buildings within the
city, and its functionality, highlighting the saying that Architects build individual buildings and not
cities, while the character of the city in general is drawn by urban planning regulations, and hence
the attention was attention is given to the individual buildings, which represent the character,
historic style and the identity of the great city at present and in future.

Chapter 3: The applied technical part,

Part 1: this includes the introduction and the basis of selection of public buildings and the analysis
of the facades, by understanding its basic elements. Those elements are the external particulars
that are represented in a number of Architectural terms, and the classic particulars, and the
analysis of the general configuration of any specific building.

The applied part of the study addresses the link between the concept and philosophy of
Aesthetics, and Architecture and its elements on the other side, using specified standards in
studying the Aesthetic aspects of the public buildings.

In assessing Aesthetics, we have to realize that Beauty is ever changing and is subject to the
character of this who is analyzing, notwithstanding time and venue. The architectural analysis
depends on Architecture itself, along with other elements that include the content and the
substance. In any endeavor; the substance includes particulars of symbolism and functionality,
while external features are formed from primitive figures, like prisms or spheres, which can be
assembled to form more sophisticated shapes. Figures and shapes as well are affected by visual
impressions, and the characteristics of its components.

Part 2: this part addresses the analysis of the following buildings:

1. The headquarters of the Council of Ministries (Cabinet), and Ministry of Foreign
affairs,
2. The ministry of Interiors,
3. The ministry of Justice and Courts’ complex in Mazza district,
4. The 8™ Gate Compound in Yaafour, in the outskirts of Damascus,
a. The stock exchange center,
b. The financial district,



Chapter 4: this chapter includes the followings:

e Analysis and comparisons,
e Conclusions and recommendations,



Assessing / Analyzing the Aesthetics of the Contemporary Public buildings in Damascus.

1.1 Introduction:

The term “Aesthetics” encompasses within it, oceans of knowledge, which take us around the globe, we
have always been mystified when interpreting or justifying Aesthetics, as philosophers and scientists
have always been; at the end we continue to surf from one coast to another, without knowing our final
destination.

The Aesthetics remain as secrets of this Universe, and as we have discovered the planets and Suns and
Moons, and wandered around between stars, so is the journey which researchers and scientists have
taken in the mysterious world of the Aesthetics.

The ultimate truth is that all kinds of Aesthetics are created by the Almighty “ALLAH”, and that
manmade Aesthetics only try to mimic or simulate natural beauty, and this shall be rule number one, as
everything that mankind create can imitate the beauty but is not the “beautifulness”, and then; is not
the human minds, which is the gift of almighty to us? So how come we become the creators of
Aesthetics and we ourselves are only created by the almighty?

The long journey begins here, we know that the most creative objects are those which mimic nature; its
mountains, meadows, seas, flowers, butter flies or two beautiful eyes..Beauty can as well be ideas or
things we imagine in our sub consciousness, which become consciousness once it leaves our minds. We
look at a painting and cannot perceive whether it is nice or not; it can still attract us, but we may take
time to determine what is it that has attracted us.

What should be emphasized here is that Aesthetics existed over times; in roses, green leafs, dances of
the butter flies, and birds chanting. Roses look nice when we put them in a well arranged bouquet,
however; we should know that this is due to the beauty of the roses and not the florist.

The Beautifulness and Aesthetics is a debatable issue that raise endless questions; is it the Artist who
makes a beautiful face look nice, when painting it in a portrait, or he has just reconstituted its
Aesthetics, by his brush? so his feelings flow on the physique of the face, reflecting his impressions. One
can just imagine that when painting the Mona Lisa; the Artist (painter) just stood in front of the mirror,
and started painting his face, then visualized the face thru happiness and sadness, leaving it to us to
read in the painting. There is master pieces of Art that simply attract us but we cannot grasp the secret
behind its attractiveness; but has not it been inspired by resourceful colors of Nature, its skies, oceans,
trees, rocks, roses and Jasmines..

It is the will of Beauty not to reveal its secrets, so we cannot recognize the greatness of Almighty in
creating Aesthetics, could be! We all see things the same way, but our impressions and interpretations
are different, based on the differences between each and every one of us.

Country men get impressed by the cities, but city men get used to urbanism and life in cities, and in fact
are fascinated by the countryside. Countryside is a scene of nature, while the Architect has created
buildings inspired by nature; and then used memories and impressions from his mind, to create unique



designs that amaze us; so these designs are a mix of impressions of nature and creative imaginations,
however; we have not created our minds we just use them to be creative and resourceful.

Aesthetics are a relative matter, we look at a tall buildings and compare them from many angles, scale
or how modernized it is or from many different angles, similarly we look at any other structure and
analyze the time or Epoch it represents, it architecture or decorations; but there is one thing that we do
not think of in both the cases, which is that we do not compare a tall buildings with mountains or the
Himalaya, nor we compare fountains with natural water falls.

We have to wonder whether we feel the same when we are in front of the most beautiful tall buildings
designed by Architects; or when we are in an ancient natural cave with its sculpted sides and stalactites
and stalagmites, that have been standing thousands of years overtime, and then are our feelings when
we are in front any piece of art, same to those when we are into Kadisha Grotto. At the end we can
recognize that what we create or build cannot match the Beauty of Mother Nature, which simply
spontaneously overwhelms us, without having to go through comparisons and analysis.

There has always been trials to dismantle the elements of Aesthetics and reassemble those elements, in
order to determine its resemblance to Aesthetics of nature, or identify what is common between
natural and manmade Beauties; and this can be a sort of scientific analysis, but not necessarily following
the same approach, of that when study Psychiatry or Philosophy or linguistics or glottology; as this is
more of a didactic process; but in Aesthetics..how can you teach feelings or communicate impressions?

Philosophers like Socrates, Appleton, Hegel, Nitcheh, Pomgarten, Froid and Sartre analyzed the concept
of Aesthetics, but we appreciate Beauty without remembering any of their theories and interpretations,
and many people will still pay tens of Millions to acquire master pieces, sometimes just because it has a
certain Artist’s signature; although some of those master pieces has been lying in some gallery back yard
for tens of years, without attracting any attention to them; but suddenly something sparked in people’
minds, to redraw attention to this or that painting’s Beauty, no matter what Socrates said about it.

Fildman, a French scientist said that the Art of Aesthetics should not interfere and dictate rules for
Artists to follow, and then this could impose conditions on Artists; in fact it could be the other way
around..like the case in Logics, when there is no predetermined basis to follow, and we only have to
analyze the steps made in making certain determinations.

The methodologies which Philosophers used to analyze Aesthetics has changed; but this has been most
exhibited in Architecture; overtime, the Architectural Aesthetics have been analyzed and presented to
researchers thru concepts that disciplines and organizes figures and designs, which has aided adding a
touch of Beauty to structures. Those concepts changed from time to time, and has drawn lines between
different Architectural institutions, giving each institution a unique imprint.

This study is based on the Aesthetic analysis of the Architectural facades, and although it may be
acknowledged that the tools of such analysis, have always been a debate issue; the study shall
implement those available tools, to constitute or form a “module” or set of modules, to assess the
Aesthetics in some of the prominent buildings in the city of Damascus.



1.2 Purpose:
This study raises some basic questions on various issues:

1. Do public buildings in the City of Damascus have or acquire Aesthetics? and what is the
standard or level of its Aesthetics?

2. What is “Beautifulness” \ Aesthetics and what is its components?

3. What are the tools and concepts used in the public buildings in Damascus, and has they
achieved its Aesthetics?

4. How can Architectural facades be studied from Aesthetic view point and what are the basis
of comparison between buildings?

1.3 Obijectives:
This study aims at:

1. The identification of a debate matter, which is essential in Architecture; the Architectural
Aesthetics, where which many Architects have had their different views on its description
and components, which are represented in a group of concepts and principles the govern
the Aesthetics of buildings’ Architecture.

2. Exposition of public buildings in Damascus, and the studying of the prominent buildings and
assessment of its Aesthetics.

3. The assessment of the Aesthetic standards of the most prominent buildings, which
contribute to the character of Damascus, and then comparing those standards to enable
classification, and ranking of those buildings, thru the Aesthetic analysis.

4. Llaying the basis for analyzing the Architectural facades, and identifying the basic concepts of
comparative analysis between buildings, from Aesthetic view point.

1.4 The significance of this study:

The significance of the study lie down in the fact that it tackles one of the most debated topics in
Architecture, Philosophy and Arts in general, since scientists, philosophers and artists have
disagreed on the definition of Aesthetics, and could not all agree on certain basis to assess it.
The study is a theoretic approach to identify the common points between those Artists and
Philosophers, in order to best define Beautifulness and Aesthetics, and consequently the bases
that can be used to assess the Aesthetics of Artistic works.

There is plenty of references in the history of Architecture and Philosophy, relevantly titled
under the topic “Aesthetics”, and aim at analyzing this subject from several aspects, and as well
lay down its findings for the basis of Aesthetic analysis, but however, Architecture is still being
viewed apart from those bases; this study pays specific attention to the many references, to
enable gathering its key aspects, in order to reach to conclusions, that can be used in the
researches, which is what is elemental about this study.

There has been many studies on Architectural Aesthetics, covering buildings around the globe,
however; the studies differed due to the varied conceptualization of Aesthetics,
notwithstanding that most studies were limited or specific to a certain building, or certain style
of buildings whether historical or of Archeological value, while those studies become of lesser
significance when they are only limited to prominent modern and old buildings, which affect the
character of the city.



In the city of Damascus; most of the studies are generally dedicated for the “Old city” and its
vicinities, as well the historical buildings, while they exclude the modern buildings. This study
here focuses on the Aesthetic analysis for the old and modern buildings, combining them in
standardized concepts, and implements a theoretical comprehensive overview, to the concepts
of Aesthetics in the old and modern history.

1.5 Scope:

The study goes in depth in the theoretical philosophy scope, and tackles philosophy and
architectural theories, which are set and then changed overtime. This means intellectual in
depth study into a debate subject that encompasses different views and contradicting opinions.
The ideological or rationale scope constitutes the basis of the study, which is then being
analyzed and applied in the technical side.

The study includes:
The Technical scope:

The scientific technical aspects of the study are divided in two main divisions, the first can be
considered as philosophic part, and the second is the analytical part. The study combines both
theoretical and applied aspects, of philosophical concepts, after extracting those concepts and
highlighting their significance. The scientific scope as well is enhanced to highlight the bond
between philosophy and architecture, and between theory and its implementation, which is
very rare, as very little extent of studies has so far adopted the joint philosophic and
architectural approach when analyzing a certain building.

The venue boundaries:

The city of Damascus has been chosen due to the diversified style of its buildings facades, which
is a result of the Authenticity and as well its development overtime, and the integration of those
two elements. Furthermore; the city of Damascus, is distinguished amongst the cities in Syria,
due to the existence of plenty of public buildings, which include many administrative
governmental buildings, which qualifies Damascus to be a true representative of Syrian cities.

The time or period boundaries:

The study is focusing on a specific period of time, through exposition of the Architectural
ideology, and analyzing the character of the city in its current state, which mandates limiting the
time window to the 21° Century.

1.6 The Methodology:

The study follows two basic methods in the sequence of analysis of Aesthetics:
o The first method is linear though history, from the beginning of the Greek Philosophy
and oriental old ideology, until this point of time,



The second method is horizontal, addressing the bases and concepts of Aesthetics.

Both the approaches can be used in the Aesthetic analysis, similar to Paul Edward’s
Philosophy Encyclopedia.

The first part of the study is dedicated to the identification and to the history of the
Aesthetics, wherein the study shall address every aspect that touches the features and
art of Aesthetics, which are integral components of the system of the “philosophy of
Arts”, or at least lye under it. Furthermore; the first part studies the history and
development of the general definitions, and how it changed overtime, with the rise of
the Architecture. The study should as well look at how the concept of Beautifulness or
Aesthetics has changed amongst the different schools of Architecture, during the 19
and 20™ century, when the dialectics over architectural analysis arose, and when those
different schools laid down their own particulars and characters; this is the same period
when the concepts and elements of Aesthetics arose; and are still in use till up to this
date, in the analysis of the architectural endeavors, as well those recent concepts and
elements are taught in the institute of Architecture as aiding tools in the design process.

The applied technical part of the study comprises analyzing the facades of some of the
public buildings in the city of Damascus, , which have been carefully selected, to
represent the modern recent buildings in Damascus, this will include the followings:
= The headquarters of the Council of Ministries (Cabinet), and Ministry of
Foreign affairs, which combines Authenticity and modernism in a
postmodern character,
= The ministry of Interiors,
=  The ministry of Justice and Courts’ complex in Mazza district,
* The 8" Gate Compound in Yaafour, in the outskirts of Damascus, which
takes cue from the old city of Damascus; the oldest inhabited city on
Earth, with its combined Archeological and modern character.

The Aesthetic standards or criterion shall be applied in the analysis of facades of the
public buildings, to determine the extent of accordance of the facades. The standards or
criterion shall be extracted and applied as the tools to differentiate between
Beautifulness and Unsightly, and examine the compliance of the facades with Aesthetic
criterion commonly used in the design.
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